ORDINANCE No. 87
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING DOG CONTROL IN THE CITY OF JORDAN VALLEY, OREGON, AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF
Section   1   Dog Control – Definitions.  For the purposes of sections 2 to 11, the following words and phrases shall mean:

   Owner.  A person, firm, association or corporation owning, keeping or harboring a dog.

   At Large.  Off the premises of the owner or person having control, custody, or possession of the dog while the dog is not under the complete control of the owner or person by adequate leash.  However, a dog in obedience or field training exercise under the direct supervision of a handler shall not be considered to be “at large.”

Section   2   Not to be at Large.  It shall be unlawful for a dog to run at large.  It shall also be unlawful for the dog to be on elementary or secondary school properties, city parks, golf course or other municipally owned property except on an adequate leash.

Section   3  Nuisances.  A dog is a nuisance if it howls or barks and thereby disturbs more than one household or barks continuously for more than fifteen minutes.

Section   4  License required;  Exceptions and Exemptions.  Persons owning or keeping a dog which has a set of permanent canine teeth shall, not later than March 1 of each year, or immediately after such person becomes the owner or keeper of such dog, procure from the finance officer a license for the dog.  This section does not apply to dogs owned by dealers, breeders or exhibitors where they are kept in kennels exclusively for sale or exhibition purposes, or while the dogs are being transported by dealers, breeders or exhibitors to and from a dog show or fair.  No license shall be required for the dogs kept for such purposes until they are sold or otherwise disposed of to another person or permitted to run at large.  No license shall be required to be paid for a dog owned by a blind person who uses it as a guide.  A license shall be issued for such dog upon filing with the finance officer an affidavit by the blind person showing the dog to come within this exemption.

Section  5  License fees; Penalty for Delinquent Licenses.  The fees for the licenses required by the preceding section shall be $3.00 per year for males and spayed females and $25.00 per year for unsprayed females.  When a license has not been procured before the first day of March in any calendar year, there shall be a penalty of an additional $2.50 for each dog for which a license has not been procured.  The penalty of $2.50 shall also apply to:  A person who becomes the owner or keeper of a dog required to be licensed under this section who fails to apply for a license within thirty days after he becomes the owner or keeper of the dog; and the owner or keeper of a dog which shall become eight months of age during any calendar year who shall neglect to procure a license for the dog at the time it becomes eight months of age.

Section   6  Tag to be Attached to dog’s Collar.  Every licensed dog must wear a collar with the license tag attached.
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Section   7  Impounding.  A dog which is running at large or is a nuisance as defined herein or is unlicensed, except dogs owned by dealers, breeders or exhibitors as defined in Section 3, is in violation of this ordinance and may be impounded by the animal control officer, or his agent, or by a police officer or representative of Malheur County representative of a city approved animal shelter.

Section  8  Impounding Regulations.

(1) Whenever a dog is impounded pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance, in case the owner or custodian of the dog is known to the animal control officer, his agent, by a police officer, or by a representative of a city approved animal shelter, he shall forthwith give notice of the impounding by personal service or by certified mail to the owner or custodian, and if the owner or custodian does not within five days after the date of service of personal notice upon him or from date of receipt of said certified mail, claim the dog and pay a redemption fee of $10.00, and any boarding fee, it may be humanely killed or redeemed by a person agreeing to provide it a suitable home except that destruction may be made in less time when the dog is sick or injured and should be disposed of for humanitarian reasons. 
(2) If the owner or custodian of the dog is not known to the impounding officer, notice of impoundment shall be placed on the bulletin board at the City Hall.  If at the expiration of five days after notice is posted, neither the owner nor custodian claims the dog and pays a redemption fee of $10.00 and any boarding fee, it may be humanely killed or redeemed by a person agreeing to provide it a suitable home except that destruction may be made in less time when the dog is sick or injured and should be disposed of for humanitarian reasons. 

Section  9.  Right of Appeal.  A dog owner, whose dog is impounded, within five days of the date of service of personal notice upon him or from date of receipt of certified mail or from the date of placement of notice on the bulletin board of the City Hall or believing himself aggrieved by the seizure and impounding of his dog, may apply to the municipal judge for the release of his dog and the municipal judge shall thereupon set a time and place for hearing the application and notify the impounding officer, and upon a summary hearing at such time and place the municipal judge shall have full power to determine whether the dog has been wrongfully impounded and whether he shall be returned to his owner and upon what terms.  Payment of the impoundment fee shall not prejudice an owner’s right of appeal of an alleged wrongful impoundment.
Section  10  Fees for Impounding and Keeping Dogs.  The City of Jordan Valley is hereby authorized to charge and collect for impounding dogs a fee not to exceed one dollar ($1.00) for each dog, either male or female and for keeping dogs a sum not to exceed one dollar (1$.00) per day, or portion of a day, for each dog.
Section  11  Destruction of Dog if Sale Cannot be Effected.  If after five days an impounded dog cannot be sold, the City of Jordan Valley, Oregon, is hereby authorized and empowered to kill the dog by asphyxiation or electrocution, or by such other method deemed the most humane.
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Section  12  Any violation of the provisions of Sections 5 through 11 is punishable by a fine not to exceed $100.00.
Section  13  Emergency Clause.  The city of Jordan Valley is experiencing serious problems as the result of dogs running at large in the City and that this ordinance should be put in effect without further delay, an emergency is hereby declared to exist in the interest of public peace, health and safety of the City of Jordan Valley and the inhabitants thereof, and this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council and approval by the Mayor.
Proposed on the  13th day of September, 1977

Proposed by Councilman Wendell Collins
Passed the 10th day of January, 1978.

AYES:  
Councilmen:  Jim Acarregui, Jim Elordi, Wendell Collins, Lloyd Long, Eddy Lynde, and Peggy Zatica
NOES:  NONE

ABSENT:  NONE

Aiden Madariaga
Mayor

ATTEST:

Rosa Maria Lowry
City Recorder
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